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COMPREHENSIVE VOCABULARY AND PRAGMATIC SKILLS IN AUTISM:
ARE THEY INTERDEPENDENT?
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tatement of the Problem: Communication skills, and especially the development of pragmatic competence, is one of the
Scommon characteristics at the linguistic level that people with autism present. This directly affects their relationship
with the environment. However, little is known about this area with the development of comprehensive vocabulary and
whether there is an interdependent relationship between them. The purpose of this research was to determine if the levels
of comprehensive vocabulary and pragmatics are interdependent in children with autism. Methodology & Theoretical
Orientation: Participants were 10 Spanish-speaking people with autism from Talavera de la Reina Association, which were
children between 5 and 12 years old. The assessment instruments used were the Peabody test and the Revised Rapid
Pragmatic Evaluation Protocol, which assessed language samples using videotaped conversations and offers cualitative
findings about the language development. Findings: The results showed that people with autism displayed a variable level
of pragmatic skills and a notable chronological discrepancy in vocabulary. Nevertheless, both the level of comprehensive
vocabulary and pragmatic skills correlate with each other.

Conclusion & Significance: These data lead us to stress the need for linguistic interventions based on both areas to improve
communication in children with autism and the findings focus on the importance of pragmatic skills through their lives.
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