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DESCRIPTION
Asthma is a chronic respiratory condition characterized by 
inflammation and narrowing of the airways, which can cause 
difficulty breathing, wheezing, and coughing. For expectant 
mothers, managing asthma during pregnancy is essential to 
ensure the health and safety of both the mother and the 
developing baby. Pregnancy can significantly impact asthma, and 
asthma can affect pregnancy outcomes. This article describes the 
interaction between asthma and pregnancy, including potential 
risks, management strategies, and important considerations for 
expectant mothers.

Understanding asthma during pregnancy

Pregnancy brings about significant changes in a woman's body, 
including hormonal fluctuations, increased blood volume, and 
changes in respiratory function. These changes can influence 
asthma in various ways. Some women may experience improved 
asthma symptoms during pregnancy, while others may find their 
symptoms worsen. It is estimated that about one-third of 
pregnant women with asthma experience an improvement in 
their condition, one-third see no change, and one-third notice a 
deterioration.

The exact reasons for these changes are not fully understood but 
are believed to be linked to hormonal shifts, particularly the 
increase in progesterone, which can relax the bronchial muscles 
and potentially improve breathing. However, the increased blood 
volume and elevated metabolic rate can also stress the 
respiratory system, potentially exacerbating asthma symptoms.

Potential risks of asthma during pregnancy

Uncontrolled asthma during pregnancy can pose several risks to 
both the mother and the baby. It is essential to manage asthma 
effectively to minimize these risks

Maternal risks

Pre-eclampsia: Pregnant women with poorly controlled asthma 
have a higher risk of developing pre-eclampsia, a condition

characterized by high blood pressure and damage to organs such 
as the liver and kidneys.

Gestational diabetes: There is an increased risk of developing 
gestational diabetes in women with asthma, which can 
complicate pregnancy and affect the baby's health.

Respiratory complications: Severe asthma attacks during 
pregnancy can lead to respiratory failure, requiring urgent 
medical intervention.

Management of asthma during pregnancy

Effective asthma management during pregnancy involves regular 
monitoring, appropriate use of medications, and lifestyle 
modifications to reduce exposure to triggers.

Medication management

Continuing asthma medications: It is generally recommended 
that pregnant women continue their prescribed asthma 
medications. Inhaled corticosteroids, bronchodilators, and other 
asthma medications are considered safe during pregnancy and 
are essential for controlling inflammation and preventing 
asthma attacks.

Regular review of medications: Healthcare providers may adjust 
asthma medications based on the severity of symptoms and any 
changes in the patient's condition during pregnancy. It is 
important to have regular check-ups to assess asthma control and 
make necessary adjustments.

Avoiding certain medications: Some asthma medications, such 
as oral corticosteroids, may be used with caution during 
pregnancy due to potential risks to the baby. The benefits and 
risks should be carefully weighed by the healthcare provider.

Monitoring and regular check-ups

Peak flow monitoring: Regular monitoring of peak flow (a 
measure of how quickly one can exhale) can help track asthma 
control and detect any worsening of symptoms early.
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Prenatal visits: Frequent prenatal visits are essential to monitor
the health of both the mother and the baby. These visits provide
an opportunity to discuss asthma management and address any
concerns.

Avoiding asthma triggers

Identifying triggers: Common asthma triggers include allergens
(such as pollen, dust mites, and pet dander), respiratory
infections, smoke, and strong odors. Identifying and avoiding
these triggers can help prevent asthma flare-ups.

Environmental control: Maintaining a clean and allergen-free
environment, using air purifiers, and avoiding exposure to
tobacco smoke and pollutants can reduce the risk of asthma
exacerbations.

Healthy lifestyle and self-care

Regular exercise: Moderate exercise, approved by a healthcare
provider, can improve overall health and help manage asthma
symptoms. Activities like walking, swimming, and prenatal yoga
are generally safe for pregnant women with asthma.

Balanced diet: Eating a nutritious diet rich in fruits, vegetables,
and omega-3 fatty acids can support overall health and
potentially reduce inflammation associated with asthma.

Stress management: Stress can trigger asthma symptoms.
Techniques such as deep breathing, meditation, and prenatal
yoga can help manage stress and improve asthma control.

Special considerations during labor and delivery

Asthma management does not stop at delivery; it is crucial to
have a plan in place for labor and delivery.

Labor and delivery plan

Communication with healthcare providers: It is important to
inform the labor and delivery team about the asthma condition

and any medications being used. This ensures that appropriate 
care is provided during labor and delivery.

Medication during labor: Most asthma medications can be 
continued during labor and delivery. However, the healthcare 
team should be prepared to manage any asthma symptoms that 
may arise during this time.

Postpartum care

Monitoring asthma symptoms: After delivery, hormonal 
changes can affect asthma symptoms. Close monitoring and 
regular check-ups are important to ensure asthma remains 
controlled.

Breastfeeding considerations: Most asthma medications are safe 
to use while breastfeeding. However, it is important to discuss 
medication use with a healthcare provider to ensure the safety of 
both mother and baby.

CONCLUSION
Asthma during pregnancy requires careful management to 
ensure the health and safety of both the mother and the baby. 
By continuing prescribed medications, avoiding triggers, 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle, and working closely with 
healthcare providers, expectant mothers with asthma can 
effectively manage their condition and reduce the risk of 
complications. Regular monitoring and communication with 
healthcare providers are essential for adapting asthma 
management plans to the changing needs of pregnancy. With 
proper care, women with asthma can have a healthy and 
successful pregnancy, leading to positive outcomes for both 
mother and child.
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