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Perinatal care refers to the specialized medical care provided 
to women during pregnancy, childbirth, and the immediate 
postpartum period. This phase, often regarded as one of the 
most critical in a woman’s life, requires comprehensive medical 
attention to ensure the health and well-being of both the mother 
and the newborn. Maternal health is a fundamental determinant 
of perinatal outcomes, and improving perinatal care is essential 
to reduce maternal morbidity and mortality rates globally. The 
importance of perinatal care extends beyond the physical well-being 
of mothers; it also encompasses mental health, socio-economic 
factors, and cultural considerations, all of which influence the 
overall quality of care provided. [1].

During pregnancy, the focus of perinatal care is on monitoring 
the health of the mother and fetus through routine screenings 
and check-ups. This includes regular visits to healthcare providers 
to track fetal development, assess maternal health indicators, and 
identify any potential complications early. Prenatal care is vital in 
preventing issues such as preeclampsia, gestational diabetes, or 
preterm labor, which can negatively affect the outcomes of the 
pregnancy. Early detection and management of these conditions 
significantly reduce the risks of maternal and fetal harm [2].

In addition to physical health monitoring, perinatal care also 
emphasizes maternal nutrition, which plays a key role in the 
development of the fetus and the health of the mother. Adequate 
intake of essential vitamins and minerals, such as folic acid, 
calcium, and iron, is crucial to support both maternal health 
and fetal growth. Healthcare providers often offer guidance on 
maintaining a balanced diet and avoiding harmful substances such 
as tobacco and alcohol during pregnancy. [3].

Childbirth itself is a pivotal moment in maternal and fetal health. 
Perinatal care ensures that expectant mothers have access to skilled 
healthcare professionals during labor and delivery, equipped 
to handle any complications that may arise. Whether a mother 
undergoes a vaginal birth or a cesarean section, the presence of 
trained healthcare personnel can mitigate the risks associated with 
childbirth. Access to safe, supportive, and timely delivery options 
reduces maternal and neonatal mortality rates significantly. The 
postpartum period, which encompasses the first six weeks after 
childbirth, is a critical phase for maternal health. This stage requires 
close monitoring of physical recovery, such as the healing of any 

birth-related injuries and the management of postnatal conditions 
like infections or excessive bleeding. Emotional well-being is just as 
significant during this period. Many women experience postpartum 
depression, anxiety, or other mental health challenges that require 
timely intervention to ensure their well-being and ability to care for 
their newborn [4, 5]. 

Moreover, postpartum care extends to breastfeeding support, 
which has been shown to provide significant benefits for both 
mother and baby. Lactation consultants and healthcare providers 
play a vital role in assisting mothers with breastfeeding techniques 
and ensuring that babies receive the necessary nutrients for 
healthy development. This support can make a major difference 
in a mother’s ability to breastfeed successfully, which has long-term 
health benefits for both parties. [6, 7].

Access to quality perinatal care, however, remains a challenge in 
many parts of the world, particularly in low-resource settings. In 
some regions, there is a lack of healthcare infrastructure, trained 
professionals, and financial resources to provide adequate maternal 
health services. This gap in access disproportionately affects 
women from marginalized communities, further exacerbating 
health inequalities. Governments and international organizations 
must prioritize improving maternal healthcare infrastructure and 
making perinatal care accessible to all women, regardless of their 
socio-economic status or geographic location. [8, 9].

Public health initiatives that focus on education and awareness 
about the importance of perinatal care are also essential in 
improving maternal health outcomes. Educating women about the 
signs of complications during pregnancy, the benefits of prenatal 
care, and available resources can empower them to seek medical 
help when needed. Additionally, community-based health programs 
can provide support to expectant and new mothers, helping them 
navigate the challenges of perinatal care.While substantial progress 
has been made in improving maternal health worldwide, there is 
still much work to be done to ensure that all women have access 
to high-quality perinatal care. Reducing maternal and neonatal 
mortality, addressing disparities in care, and ensuring the mental 
health and emotional well-being of mothers are essential goals for 
improving maternal health outcomes globally. [10].



2

Zhang D. OPEN ACCESS Freely available online

J Women’s Health Care, Vol. 13 Iss. 10 No: 752

References

1. Shamseer L, Moher D, Clarke M, Ghersi D, Liberati A, Petticrew M, 
et al. Preferred reporting items for systematic review and meta-analysis 
protocols (PRISMA-P) 2015: elaboration and explanation. BMJ. 
2015;349.

2. Herzog R, Álvarez-Pasquin MJ, Díaz C, Del Barrio JL, Estrada JM, 
Gil Á. Are healthcare workers’ intentions to vaccinate related to their 
knowledge, beliefs and attitudes? A systematic review. BMC Public 
Health. 2013;13:1-7.

3. Park M, Cho SH, Hong HJ. Prevalence and perpetrators of workplace 
violence by nursing unit and the relationship between violence and 
the perceived work environment. J Nurs Sch. 2015;47(1):87-95.

4. Suhaila O, Rampal K. Prevalence of sexual harassment and its 
associated factors among registered nurses working in government 
hospitals in Melaka State, Malaysia. Med J Malaysia. 2012;67(5):506-
517.

5. Hibino Y, Hitomi Y, Kambayashi Y, Nakamura H. Exploring factors 
associated with the incidence of sexual harassment of hospital nurses 
by patients. J Nurs Sch. 2009;41(2):124-131.

6. Celik Y, Celik SS. Sexual harassment against nurses in Turkey. J Nurs 
Sch. 2007;39(2):200-6.

7. Hussein AA, Mabrouk SM, Abed GA. Workplace sexual harassment 
against female nurses and occupational health outcomes. J Nurs 
Health Sci. 2015;4(3):66-77.

8. Ali EA, Saied SM, Elsabagh HM, Zayed HA. Sexual harassment 
against nursing staff in Tanta University Hospitals, Egypt. J Egypt 
Public Health Assoc. 2015;90(3):94-100.

9. Nielsen MB, Kjær S, Aldrich PT, Madsen IE, Friborg MK, Rugulies R, 
et al. Sexual harassment in care work–Dilemmas and consequences: A 
qualitative investigation. Int J Nurs Stud. 2017;70:122-30.

10. Subedi S, Hamal M, Kaphle HP. Sexual harassment in the hospital: 
are nurses safe. Int J Health Sci Res. 2013;3(6):41-7.

https://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.G7647.abstract
https://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.G7647.abstract
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/1471-2458-13-154
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/1471-2458-13-154
https://sigmapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jnu.12112
https://sigmapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jnu.12112
https://www.longdom.org/peer-reviewed-journals/nursing-47734.html
https://e-mjm.org/2012/v67n5/sexual-harassment.pdf
https://e-mjm.org/2012/v67n5/sexual-harassment.pdf
https://e-mjm.org/2012/v67n5/sexual-harassment.pdf
https://sigmapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1547-5069.2009.01244.x
https://sigmapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1547-5069.2009.01244.x
https://sigmapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1547-5069.2009.01244.x
https://www.longdom.org/open-access/%C3%87elik Y, %C3%87elik S%C5%9E. Sexual harassment against nurses in Turkey. Journal of nursing Scholarship. 2007 Jun;39(2):200-6.
https://journals.lww.com/ephaj/FullText/2015/09000/Sexual_harassment_against_nursing_staff_in_Tanta.3.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ephaj/FullText/2015/09000/Sexual_harassment_against_nursing_staff_in_Tanta.3.aspx
https://www.longdom.org/peer-reviewed-journals/nursing-47734.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0020748917300548
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0020748917300548
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=1505b681a1eda8e36476a60d0031fda411abef57
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=1505b681a1eda8e36476a60d0031fda411abef57

